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Is virtual playtime over?

After a surge last year in the arrival - and an increase in popularity - of a number of virtual online worlds, Lutz
Muller takes a look ot hows the trend is progressing. ..

EVEN THOUGH chere are any
number of virtual playgrounds cut
there, and 2 loc thar have amved
only this year, there are really oaly
five char macer ar thas potne,
These are Neopers.com,
Clabpengratn.com, Webktnz.com,
Baritegtris.com and
Shintrgscars.com. Since all five are
rowally tnternet driven, | will assess
thetr performance accordingly.
Virtual

‘ playgrounds are
not growing in
terms of traffic ’ ,
or interest.
Interest by non-users
The fine meic of tnteress is thar of
people ytng o find the ste - they
are ot yet users or they would know
the accurace domain rame. Google
has recorded searches for the wp
three beands over the past 12 months
Firsz, tn the US, where Webkins's
vast dominance ts slowly erading, buc
the other contenders are noc growing
etthez In the UK, Clob Penguin ts
dominatng but stagnaring, while the
ocher four are noc dotng any berrer
Ard, finally in Germany, where
Neopers dominates, but agatn ts

eroding, followed by Barbegtrls wich
the same wend

Web wraffic

The next metric demonserates what
1s happening on che welstoes
themselves (figwre 1). In terms of how
many individual visteors are cilling
on the sites of these five playgrounds,
herz agatn the picrure thar presents
foself ts one of stagnaton and decline,
with the wend paricularly sharp for
Neopers. However, vistis are ane
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thing, what people do when they are
on the stee ts anccher (figues 2). The
three webstres thac show growing
tmpeovement are Neopers, Barbiegtels
and Webkinz. However, In the case of
the later two we are Jooking at ten
mirvares or less average s@y vemsus
aboat 37 minutes for Neopers.

Yer, | would not dertve too much
consalaton from dhas if § were
Neopess — finaly, the tnvolvement =
sl Jower tham bt was 2 year ago and,
secandly, the precipteous drop in web
mafftc toself woukl really worry me.

Blog metrics
These hastcally measure the
tnckience tn which a produce ts

discussed oa the web. This cin
demonstrace both postiives {increased
mrerest) as well as negtves
(crtsctsm). A recall would, for
msince, engender the lamer.

Club Pengutn seems 1o be mikily
pastitve, but agatn it ts now on the
sime level 25 5t was 2 year ago,
Webkinz ts up, bur chis may have
something o do with negacdve

pubbcicy enpendered by a class acon
sutt intrtaead by one of 1s recatlers
Not much ts happerang with
Neopers, while Shintng St and
Rartegtrls are boch an a slighedy
lower Jevel chan they were 2 year ago.

Conclusions

On the basts of all these meors, |
maust conchude thar virmual
playsrounds an: no longer growing,
etther tn terms of waffic or to erms
of Incerest. Thac is ar leass
anecdoaally supported by the reporms
recetved from recatlers thar Webkenz
sales have dowed down fatrly
significandy. Also, w fudpe from thetr
maet recent quarerly repart, the
same seems o have happened
Shintng Scars from Russ Berrte.
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